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Recent evidence

A 2017 Northern Ireland Life and Times Survey (NILTS)? with 1,203 respondents provided data on the
public’s perceptions of and attitudes towards paramilitcry influence and activity in Northern Ireland:

agreed or strongly agreed that paramilitary groups ‘create fear and intimidation’ within
their area. ™

agreed or strongly agreed thot paramilitary groups cantribute to crime, drug-dealing and
cmiti-social behaviour within their area =

Paramilitary attacks in Northern Ireland April 1998 to June 2015

2732 casualties of paramilitary style attacks

v 89 1297 1346

children aged young people aged adults aged

3 % 16 years o1 480/0 between 16 and 49 0/o over

under 24 yeQrs; 24 years
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» Longevity of conflict helped embed and

normalize a culture of violence
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> From tolerance to normalisation




social worl \
to the police but he didn’t want to proceed with the

investigation. He withdrew his statement and
j/etracted what he had said. (Pl 16, Social Services).






Sexual exploitation

Cycle of exploitation of males

and silence for

young male victims

of CSE in paramilitary
controlled communities.

\

Further silenced and
labelled as criminal Manifestation of tfrauma
by community through criminal/anti-
social behaviour

\

Punishment attacks
i because of criminal/ /

anti-social behaviour




level. It’s ‘| will tell t this d this and this, but |
won’t tell you ever about this’. (Sammy, aged 21).
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r a young male

,, knowing you’ve
death because you’ve told about
something happening. (Sammy, aged 21).




than a party situation. (Pl 8, Voluntary, non-specialist).
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the aspect o h
suppose thinking who woula
Social Services).




'to perform sexual
acts on girls as well so the e ok like they are the
predators but essentially, they are being controlled by
the paramilitaries. So, there is a very fine line between

/ﬁctim and perpetrator. (Pl 21, Voluntary, specialist).



Morrow and Byrne




) uns, they have
access to drugs t of things that would be

used to lure young men into involvement in certain

things. (Pl 21, Voluntary, specialist).
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status now.” : :
paramilitary area] (Sammy, aged 21).




Kel up’ There’s
that protection, [ “if 'm in with them
I'm safe’. (Pl 16, Social Services).
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was his future;
was going on, on

the side, you | you just had to get on with

it; that was life and just accept it. Young men get very stuck,
‘this is my life, this is the way it is. This is the way it was for my
brother, my da, my cousin’. (P18, Voluntary, non-CSE specialist).




will be staying

you are part of this now...: that pofenhal lifelong kind of
thing. (Pl 8, Voluntary, non-CSE specialist).
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community.
Again, p what they could,
but there was em to go on and this

young man would neve alked bout it. (Pl 16, Social
Services).




ving within such
communities, as

> More is known about the potential barriers to
fisclosure than identification




experienced from living in a paramilitary

controlled community.
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cultural environments.
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Available:
www.safeguardingni.org
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http://www.safeguardingni.org/
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