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How social work in schools can reduce the impact on educational attainment
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O Widespread across over 50 countries
O Mandated in Swedish Education Act and USA

O Onsite visit to School Social Worker in New York State High School

O Running a pilot programme in Hazelwood Integrated College r 1
I HAZELWOOD ‘




Participation with peers Facilitating Time Out sessions
Puberty development, 1:1 & group discussions
Sensory room needs
External non-teacher support

Establishing therapeutic rapport e o (S

Socialistories Autism/ADHD

De-escalation

Facilitatingisocial supports

Replacement beha\v.i'@ur\ Transition Year

Meetings re wellbeingiwithin education
Multidisciplinary engagement

Working within'AED/Department
Adapting data; e:g. visual representation of attendance

Joint multidisciplinary team Attend LAC reviews/case
b il
Assist Safeguarding

Team

ially Stage 5

Referrals to agencies

Autism advisony senvice

Assistin d andimpl ion of
risk management plans and risk assessments

Holistic understanding

Engagement with sociallservices)
Professional reports
Abuse cases
Advocacy

Sign Post
K i

(Homelessness

Emotional Support

PrActical Support

Restorative practice intervention Multiagency working; parent meetings, holistic

Work:collal attendance

with EWOs tojimp! 1support pupils whoiexperienced DV,

Adviceto staff

Support Strategies

Ta g
R
Conflict resolution group/(Stage'5)

ACE Children Support

Identification ofineed
Pathway:plan for Stage 5 students

Creatingisafe space toishare
Mindfulness

Working on ADLs

Real sensitive deepiconversation

andiinde

] Haptics
Nurture Support (The Hub)
( 5
Stage Siintegration Emotionaliintelligence
Assessment of need

Resilience
Key-adult

Positive- mental health

Promoting.wellbeing Student led conversation

Meet developmental'milestones
Signpost services Parental'mental health

Nudge textsimprove attendance . x
Gathering work amd/semdlmg home

Home visits - .
Positive reinforcement

Parent, Pupil & School
Engagement

Check=ins Tokenistic system

|

Parent liaison:from wellbeingiperspective Parental engagement meetings/phone calls

Non-teachernot focusst

School Social
Worker

QUBpartnership programmes for
reading tutoring tor,and sports

hosterpatenHENgagement Personal Education Plans

Social'Story CEPI E // LAC
Twothirds LAC present with AEN, K
halfpresent Behavi | & E!

LAC supportgroup

I'Healthi(M 12015)

Liaise with external agencies

Staffitrainingj(Mr'Sloan, CPI'i certified di

ASPIRE: Assess, Plan;, Intervention, Review, Evaluation

ACE Understanding precipitating/factorsiin'a youngiperson's life

y/attachment

Emotionaliregulation Attachment Disorder

SEBD! :I:
Social story

Self-harm — 1:1 support seeing/anincrease

( Attachment PISD

CBT

TimeIncard

thoughts — T:llinter llagency referrals: NSPCC; SHIP

Anger'management BMifor Year 8 (Stage 5)

Anxiety support

T:1'therapeuticinterventions

Mental Health

Replacement behaviour / language BMfor Year 8 (Stage 5)

Crisis response dealing withiself-harm, suicide attempts, risk\behaviour

PP

Link'b ucati i ic, social services

SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER

+ A School Social Worker assists in the assessment, planning, intervention, review and
evaluation of a student’s needs to provide person centred support
Assist in behavioural situations
Providing an intervention tailored for the specific needs of a student - that may be long/
short term strategies
Crisis Intervention for vulnerable students
Multi-Disciplinary working with other key professionals to engage in a holistic assessment
and intervention of pupil
Work on well-being, mental health and other precipitating factors with the aim of improving
educational attainment
50 Countries currently employ School Social Workers
Sweden has the provision of School Social Workers mandated in their Education Act/
Sweden has 1 Social Worker to every 800 pupils
The United States of America recommends 1 Social Worker to every 250 pupils

OUTCOMES

* Less burden on Teachers, Social Workers are trained with skills to assist in Child Protection
situations to intervene or advise
School Social Workers can make referrals to external agencies that may be out of the
Teachers remit of work
To provide a holistic understanding of the student
Improved self-esteem, confidence and self-help techniques for the students
Students can avail of 1:1/group therapy sessions which promotes positive mental health and
peer integration
Improving attendance by addressing precipitating factors, mental health, home life,
emotional and behavioural barriers. Improved attendance = improved educational
outcomes.
Increase engagement from parent, community and school via home visits and parental/
guardian liaison. “for every 2% of disengagement pass rates drop by 1%” (Valentine and
Collins 2011)
Nude Theory via telephone contact in the morning to motivate student to attend school.
Evidence based practice and trail period illustrates impact.
Telephone contact also reduces anxiety in pupils; they can contact School Social Worker via
text at any time, particularly during break and lunch. The School Social Worker can then
meet them at the location they specify and provide reassurance and support. This creates a
layer of comfort for the student, especially Stage 5/Statemented students.
Crisis response interventions utilised as and when needed as School Social Worker is
equipped with the knowledge and skills to deescalate and are readily available at a
moment’s notice
Care experienced students feel supported via accessing the Social Work room

creating a family environment where students feel safe therefore want to
attend school increasing attendance and academic achievement
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Incorrect uniform

Punctuality — hostels/temporary accommodation is often a distance
away from school

Reduced attendance - trauma/supporting family/loss of
motivation/increased illness

Incomplete homework

Decline in behaviour

Withdrawal — from friends/extra curricular/staff
Not receiving/returning school notes

Impact of parents attending meetings — distance/money

LAC — change in placements (Case Study — Danielle and Carson)
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Homelessness is not immediately identified (Case Study — Smith Family)
Requires parents/social services (if involved) to update school

This is not always done immediately

Head of Year is informed and may pass message on to necessary staff

Social workers may advocate for: flexibility surrounding uniform/help with FSM/transport to
school/emotional support/contact with parent or carer/referral to external
agencies/flexibility surrounding timetable if struggling with frauma (Case Study — Aaron)

Support to friends/other family members offering support

“Safe space” to complete work/access to resources
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Understanding of tfrauma/ACEs - this is something not taught to teachers in their
teacher training

Trauma of being displaced/trauma leading up to the displacement (domestic
violence, care orders, racist attacks, community issues, financial issues)

Referral to external agencies

A responsible adult without “grade power” to offer support
Advocacy inside and outside school

LAC support

Not all who are made homeless have access to a social worker or any additional
support




O Jack - impact from childhood into adulthood
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