
A Social Work in School approach to Tackling 

Homelessness
How social work in schools can reduce the impact on educational attainment 



Introduction

Dylan Sloan, BSc.      Sinead Tolan, BSW.



Social Work in Schools

 Widespread across over 50 countries

 Mandated in Swedish Education Act and USA

 On site visit to School Social Worker in New York State High School 

 Running a pilot programme in Hazelwood Integrated College 





How Homelessness Appears in Schools

 Incorrect uniform

 Punctuality – hostels/temporary accommodation is often a distance 

away from school  

 Reduced attendance – trauma/supporting family/loss of 

motivation/increased illness 

 Incomplete homework 

 Decline in behaviour 

 Withdrawal – from friends/extra curricular/staff 

 Not receiving/returning school notes 

 Impact of parents attending meetings – distance/money  

 LAC – change in placements (Case Study – Danielle and Carson) 



Current Support

 Homelessness is not immediately identified (Case Study – Smith Family)

 Requires parents/social services (if involved) to update school 

 This is not always done immediately 

 Head of Year is informed and may pass message on to necessary staff 

 Social workers may advocate for:  flexibility surrounding uniform/help with FSM/transport to 

school/emotional support/contact with parent or carer/referral to external 

agencies/flexibility surrounding timetable if struggling with trauma (Case Study – Aaron)

 Support to friends/other family members offering support 

 “Safe space” to complete work/access to resources 



Social Work 

 Understanding of trauma/ACEs – this is something not taught to teachers in their 
teacher training 

 Trauma of being displaced/trauma leading up to the displacement (domestic 
violence, care orders, racist attacks, community issues, financial issues)

 Referral to external agencies

 A responsible adult without “grade power” to offer support 

 Advocacy inside and outside school 

 LAC support 

 Not all who are made homeless have access to a social worker or any additional 
support 



Case Study

 Jack – impact from childhood into adulthood 
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