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Gerry S opening.comments

HOMELESSNESS
L] Gratiuca Attficle € Hm Qﬁﬁéé‘ifc“l.fﬁé‘é
= Gerny INTRG 8507, Walking miracle’ e :
"0 Today’s inputs will be made available via/SCC @ O Welcome to NI's HAW; and theme ‘Time fora
:EI‘WOW-.-.rwhat a titlel’'ve.given.my final HAP event! change’;
L I'want to extend the warmest of welcomes to... (] 10t October was?
» Those who have been reared in good (Family, s ‘World homeless day’ (Only started 10-10-2010):
Foster, Residential) homes...and not; > | don’t like it because of wording and it is also
» Those who are living in good homes OR not! ‘World Mental Health Day’; conflating the 2 issues

and dividing attention to 2 important themes!
> Another example of ‘hidden homelessness’!

» All who have / are homeless!

U It is my assumption that many of us have or will
jome-less-ness; and 'we MUST... > Sol'mipleased NI has a HAWeek..

B ——
IS t,io.n,_QJ-r-afﬁM'measuring amount and pacing of

Adults and Elders! sharing; and protecting yourself!

"0 This has been my mission over MANY years, and I’'m 1 Phones on , OUt of sight; and RGO
delighted YOU are here to share in it © please! —

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner.



Contextualisation,/ Establishing a bread context

OV “Trz iyl 53023 cogfroiine) i 2 Sadidl YW, Sddid
Cerz, rlzalin dnd relaizd orofzssions gznzrally, rm,r/
,)f,wf‘ 0o, EVSISPE giflgellly, gelg) 92 f2elelily iyl Pf‘JfJ,Jgh
SIeae — TheiprismrofHomelessness: jnJan,-J;,jJJJl/_‘; = ———
‘Social care is immersed in homelessness aang other areas, o homelessness Is no 51mp ‘g practical reality but goes" 0
course), and often does this well; unlike social work (W|t-h—some the very. core of one’s phys,ca[l psycho[oglca[ emotional

_exceptions, but more often working for charities, HAs, etc.); spiritual and social identity, and resultant self esteem.”
4. Often the involvement of service Users (carers, too!) isn't meaningful (Gerry Skelton 2007 HAP address);

and often tokenistic! This is not limited to SW / SC, but housing,

homelessness, HAs, etc.!

P garry Skelton’s postilve orovocztions:

5. My ‘pennies’ and ‘dots’ analogies; d “Homelessness is not a homogenous experience, with a
6. I’m tired of people saying there’s no teaching / training resources! single causal factor, but results frqm"a complex interplay
7. | will highlight the formal / informal ways I’'ve addressed between the personal and the social” (Skelton, 2020:81)sjss
homelessness and challenged...everyone, everywhere!
8.  There’s an old Croatian proverb: ‘Tell the truth and run like...”! O “I wish to challenge a prevailing stereotypical orthodoxy
that “street homelessness” is the dominant manifestation
| Soual work and Homelessness have always intersected. of homelessness. It is not. In reality, the vast majority Of

T e s it tives; albeit.not homelessness is mws:ble, including those in care,

shelters urfing.” Thosemm
CENLUyRISRIEItOnEhIPReca WEODUDIICIERPTESSTN
B o e e nT] ess (albeit some countries are worse that

nd,on gain, there have been exceptions (and exceptional SW and others). (Skelton, 20.20.: 85) . .
related practitioners) demonstrating how they have taken U “Its simply about...joining the operational, strategic

homelessness seriously but often in isolation! and relationship dots” {Skelton, 2016} @)
d Today is yet another Skelton & Co attempt, supported by loving,

powerful voices in this room, to get this relationship restored!

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner.



history of Skelton’'s HAP events, campaigns, etc.

u

FOIMOSHOIFMVAPENSONAIFaN G POIESSIOnal ca
ertu 5. social work practitionerand tne

;

..homelessness ha

I
. 0

somethmg.af.a,taboom social'work: education, trammg
and, as a result, practice” (Skelton,2007; 2017).

> E.G.Scarcity of meaningful attention to homelessness
in social work academia (teaching, writing, etc.);

» Or usual conflation with criminality, addictions!

= | found academic colleagues (with minor exceptions)
shunned homelessness, challenged why | was
addressing it; and either resisted my efforts to
mainstream this theme in education or openly .
dlsmlssed it. They were emboldened by SW Ieadershlp
saying ‘

= Inresponse, | set about challenging and correctlng this,

se securing the involvement of those in the
omelessness and social services; AND those
' ‘e or had been

Qr e years
frus olating and disappointing!
= By 2005 | had had enough of relatively small measures O
and set about creating a positively provoking initiative;
out of which the Homelessness Awareness Panel {HAP}
Event was born.

h | December 2023 eless Awareness Week: -
WMﬁeventionforum.com/newyturning-the-tide
abour ds >  WWWw.harmoni.org.uk/news/homelessness-awareness-week-2023-

Erom2006,ter 2046 Jrlgerunwr viansehispwithithehelpiotiaig
voluntaars triat | nad to racruit, tnat inclucdaed siucdarits, sarvica ts

Wilo wWeare or fzd gean) rumr’lﬁss znel neloful r‘olle,lJurJ; (mcere:
OULSIGEROIFSOGIal WJmJ) YOUMWIlIFEEtaNEalNEEINOMWHaIRIENT AP
AVEIVEANTtERMS OIFPrESENTe frJrs»,JlJJFrrrleJeluimaigsa ere e
www.youtube.com/watch?V=KA3CdWAUsVIV

> www.belfastmet.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news-and-
events-item/?News ID=10104&FriendlyID=Homelessness-
Awareness-Panel-2016

The HAP event became so successful it ‘went on tour” as several people
humorously referred to it. This included me hosting 2 events at the
social work regulator, the Social Care Council (2011; 2019), Queen’s
University (2014); and a plethora of other inputs to and for various
organisations.

The Council for the Homeless In Northern Ireland {CHINI} coordinated
NI’s first Homeless Awareness Week (2006), which coincided,
serendipitously, with me creating the HAP event. Indeed, the HAP was
one of the bigger events that week and remained so in successive years.
The CHINI was renamed Homeless Connect
{https://heomelessconnect.org} and here are.a few examples of the =

-

turnthetide

For a more detailed overview of the origins, activity, impact, and
uniqueness of the HAP, please read:
https://simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Gerry-Skeltons-A-Decade-of-
Homelessness-Awareness-Panel.pdf
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KA3Cdw4usMM
http://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news-and-events-item/?News_ID=10104&FriendlyID=Homelessness-Awareness-Panel-2016
http://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news-and-events-item/?News_ID=10104&FriendlyID=Homelessness-Awareness-Panel-2016
http://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/about-us/news-and-events/news-and-events-item/?News_ID=10104&FriendlyID=Homelessness-Awareness-Panel-2016
https://homelessconnect.org/
http://www.homelessnesspreventionforum.com/news/turning-the-tide
http://www.harmoni.org.uk/news/homelessness-awareness-week-2023-turnthetide
http://www.harmoni.org.uk/news/homelessness-awareness-week-2023-turnthetide
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsimoncommunity.org%2fassets%2fpdfs%2fGerry-Skeltons-A-Decade-of-Homelessness-Awareness-Panel.pdf&c=E,1,JXS-al4EhSu3_DiHX0myK0B1HZsfxBUwH5xRTK77XOu8HLDQq4TmQoSHU13NLPcyb7DY0DIBUxn3KyKZRR9AGuSnczYAllu3S5wh-sB-hov1&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsimoncommunity.org%2fassets%2fpdfs%2fGerry-Skeltons-A-Decade-of-Homelessness-Awareness-Panel.pdf&c=E,1,JXS-al4EhSu3_DiHX0myK0B1HZsfxBUwH5xRTK77XOu8HLDQq4TmQoSHU13NLPcyb7DY0DIBUxn3KyKZRR9AGuSnczYAllu3S5wh-sB-hov1&typo=1

Homelessness: net Heusinglessness!

22 GOST

~ Availagle and aniicioziiad raducad firzncas / oucgais,

o)— =

o) 21235571955 15 3011 2101)1r)g) Priclt celr)

180021 L0 Uy onz for Y fmm,bEf Qj
' = ¥ 2 ArBUMER LSl OUINOVInERaWaY rwm COSUEStElSH
C US0I1S _‘JJJIJ r‘JrJJ!gt‘c ge1iving on tne . - - —— 5 -

, > Homelessness prevention being championed by the few and resourced
-streetS‘tU'bE'lmmeless—ThETE‘are'muny . Pr - — = =

—— _accordingly!
different circumstances that can lead to you

eing defined as homeless” (NIHE 2024):
www.hnihe.gov.uk/housing-help/homelessness/what-
do-we-mean-by-homelessness

Current low level of status (and resultant wages) in social care!

Meeting increased demands, due to:

‘Cost-of-living crisis’!

Y V V V

High mortgage rate!

J Let’s critique this statement. e -

J Wider issues (not for today): Post-
Pandemic (hopefully!) revealed / caused
lots of challenges) and looking forward,

ashuge concernsifacing

X/
0’0

Decreased housing stock {despite boarded-up houses, buildings, ETC.}.

X/
0’0

Increasing burdens placed on services and staff!

X/
0’0

The wider need to TRANSFORM service provision, delivery, etc;

-

t and resourcing of lived experiencell

o

X/
0’0

Personalisation.

<, \/
O" 0’0

X/
0’0

Blame culture; -

X/
0’0

Increasing digitisation and automation (Please stop calling people ‘humans);

K/
0’0

SO much more food for thought, action; or worryingly,...indigestion!

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner. 9


http://www.nihe.gov.uk/housing-help/homelessness/what-do-we-mean-by-homelessness
http://www.nihe.gov.uk/housing-help/homelessness/what-do-we-mean-by-homelessness

=

Causes of Homelessness INC:

Abuse

CSA:;
CSE: IPV

‘Care’
Experience

Homelessness can often lead to..

Chaos!

| Criminality

HIRESS

Limited Ilfe
Opportunities

r

motional, )
psychological,
Spiritual,
Intellectual

Poveny]

Death!

Worsenlng
Of situational

‘Substance
use

Family
Break up /
down

Relationship

Issues

R —

~ !
War, Conflict,

Vulnerablllty

Environmental, 3
Economic, - - |
Political. Socid Destitution Invisibility!
Emergencies /
Disasters!
Increased

Danger!

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner.




‘NFA’

Stigma

Threat ——_ = ——
Fear mi
— Media
@ reporti
Traini
Helplessness
ucati
Despair )Distress

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer,
Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice
Campaigner.
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Fev M Bth | wanted ¥ W - Adulthood
A Kluut théu W ‘ ?.

L howld ME Ehe door

Home-Less-Ness comes In many guises...
HIDDEN and VISIBLE!

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner.
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el images ofihomelessSness

o8| PREVENTIO

" ¥ HOMELESSN
4 Al roruM

‘Th:irnt_erface
hetween Social
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Belfast Mehopoliton




Nowy, wret are soclel worikers r

T r 1 < SCC (& HISN6 ST Ce cre GHGE, P
L The following 5y SY) jiolas ae suggosiad by 2 = ’ﬂ(st“Jg‘ e f]”*/}jﬁ\/ffj r‘j‘jj/jf,f rfurﬁuj )MJJ =
J:.mes Jr JJf‘u/ _//r‘ Standards“(Which - ! cents S0 510J;

— -

H:'-j les). - - ’ 1) As a social wor <er, Yyou must o otectthe' e rightsand
eI =T hercuT T ! SW Key Roles (fronTZUlS == promote the mterests and weIIbemg of service users and
_ Framework:Spec for.SW.Degree): Celisl: ol y , i<h
1) Maintain professional accountability; Social 2) As a socia r:/vor =P 4 f.dstrlve th establish and g
Work Standards: 1 2 maintain the trust and confidence of service users an
2) Practice ‘ ol soskll e Sodk ok o, e
ractice urofessiona) socll wong Sudal vus 3) As a social worker, promote the autonomy of

Standards: 3, 4,5, 6, 7 : : ) o
. i service users while safeguarding.them as far as possil.::
3) Promote engagement and participation; Social from danger or harm.

Work Standards: 8, 9, 10, 11

) ] _ ; 4) As a social worker, respect the rights of service
4) Assess needs, I‘IS.kS and circumstances; Social users while seeking to ensure that their behaviour a2ce
Work Standards: 12,13 not harm themselves or other people.

Wn centred outcomes; Social Work 5) As a social werker: -/} 'U‘p‘holdmmm_
| 14 15 16 nfidenceintsociallwork services.

As a social worker, be accountable for the
guality of your work and'take responsibility for
maintaining and improving your knowledge and skills.

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer,
Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner. 14



Tihesociallwoe ele.

“Tneiis) J./f] v social workezrs nzzd o yndzrsidncd

"mShesocialwoerkrole) (in'Ni'ar across the globe), must fiomelessness Withitsmnt rj )[fe /‘__;LJ‘M&J-J _____
~ becentredon offering a caring, compassionate and, at consequences. Whatever the reasons for social work
-—.—.tJmes! challenging! and impacting response. involvement in a person’s life, social workers must

EI Homelessness is-a need and social work MUST always be prepared to use their expertise and skills,

respond accordingly! working collaboratively with others to respond to

O The IFSW definition of SW (2015) subsumes homelessness and the threat of homelessness”

homelessness (albeit implied): (Sean Holland, Chief Social Werk Officer, 2019).

“Social work is a practice-based profession and an
academic discipline that promotes social change and

_ _ ) | also want to see appropriate use of
development, social cohesion, and the empowerment

—y - ' ? o
dlid l}'s)arj on of people. Principles of social justice, Ali..which stand fo-r-—————-_—' ey
AUmar 5, collective resp rrJL)Jler andiespect:fo; » Noj, ["arglie for ‘Actual Intelligence’...there’s

=

dIVEFEIHES are centralito soctalwork nderpinned by way too much artificialness in life!
theories of social work, social sciences, humanities and

e _ S— PSRRI
indigenous knowledge, social work engages people and » Artifice is root of artificial!!

structures to address life challenges and enhance

wellbeing”. Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner. 15



| AND

m
—r
Overarening tngory, core corcagis, eic, )\
BNCEREYAcaresiulant Mo CarE= ESSHESPONSE!:

— e - , > Poverty;
-LESWivalue, principle and ethicaltbase; — = > Deprivation;
' The SW key roles, standards, etc; n— - > Exclusion;
(&l Relationship forming/ building; » Disadvantage;
" Assessment (of and in ‘need’); » ISM’s;l
O Care planning; » Institutionalisation;
e " T » Attachment;
L Writing supportive ‘points’ letter; _ = -
) _ [ Skelton (2017) talks about his new.terxm, The Labelisation of
' Safeguarding / protection; Homelessness': the often dehumanising process of putting a label
J Advocacy / mediation / service brokerage, etc.; before a human being and judging them accordingly’!
0 Knowledge and understanding of housing, homelessness > www.choice-housing.org/news/2017/june/homelessness-in-the-spotlight-

-

with-hard-hitting-production

www.choice—housing.org/news/ZOljjdecem@gﬁ&ﬂm-%oge%eiiﬁ%iﬁ— i—!ioiﬁgl
Grief; .

=L ——

Loss {Home-LOSS-ness!};

ng ‘risk” however that is understood / manifest! > Conflict;
AOP and challenging the criminalisation of homelessness » Trauma;
etc! » ETC,, ETC!

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner. 16


http://www.choice-housing.org/news/2017/june/homelessness-in-the-spotlight-with-hard-hitting-production
http://www.choice-housing.org/news/2017/june/homelessness-in-the-spotlight-with-hard-hitting-production
http://www.choice-housing.org/news/2017/december/giving-homelessness-a-home

Skelton advocates an ecological approach:

T es ) nolisde gargggeiiya iz 20sUras:

-~ nigveniionldes it inieigell AND szl
—surroundingrenvironment/ circumstances /- systems;and
impact thereof!

> \What.systems are we within / surrounded by?

T——
T ————
— —

Emotional

Surrounding \ /

environmental

Factors /
Systems / etc.

A\

Some examples INC:

/
000

Family; education; community; housing; employment;
religious / spiritual faith; friendships; culture; social;
economic; political; etc., etc., etc!

Psychological

»> We are emotional, physical, intellectual, psychological,
mental, spiritual, social, political, etc. ‘beings’ / ‘doings’!

» A homelessness approach / assessment / intervention,

sitoitake cognisance ofialliand respond
ﬁgﬁaﬁlv!
> e of thi pproamon’s'
Wual approach. Links...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FaQHBoM 29U

/ Physical

Intellectual

Spiritual
Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer,
Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice

Campaigner. 17




Additional positive provocation of social work ©

T2 20105 rlomzlzssnggs 22 vy Wit Dacls IYlorrls (rlosmzl2ss Morning Seminar: Where 'rlormelessness’ and Social Work
Pravzilan, S6M1), Greez Prica (rlomzl233 3ugivar el gelldellceze) eslel Coalasce — NISCC
ISocidIworkdecturersandicampaigher; Gerry Skeltons : ‘Gernyskelton WIBESSotial Workilectureriand Social ===

HEEPS://WWMWVOUTUDE Com/WatcheV=2E b6y 36;—‘ | Justice Campaigner will'host the annual Homelessness'
— Awareness Panel (HAP) seminar on Monday 2nd.

—Q-—T__I-LAﬂég_ related events have connecting social work, housing December 2019 at the Northern Ireland Social Care

providers, housing associations, homeless services, NIHE, broader Council. Now in its 12th year, the event theme a ’20:20

support services and support organisations across the statutory, vision: embracing ‘Home-less-ness’ as a compelling

voluntary, private and charitable sectors. concern in Social Work Education, Training and Practice’ is

L ‘Gerry Skelton hosts the inaugural Homelessness Awareness Panel event set to once again present a challenging agenda for the
at Queen’s University Social Work Department. “...the championing on social work profession. A range. of speakers from social
this issue by Gerry Skelton serves well to remind us of what we need to work practitioners, those who have been or remain

homeless and representatives from supporting
organisations will touch the heads, hearts and spirits of
the invited audience and encourage them to get involved
intackling homelessness'.,

hEewarous presentatlons can be accesse! Here: !Ielrr.y_

elton: Homelessness Seminar - 1 (pagetiger.com)

do.“ [Tony Rodgers, HSCB Director of Social Work, 2014].

grateful for his humility in response and commitment to SW changing; all . ,
Morning Seming

of which is captured in this frank, engaging and revealing ‘Gerry Skelton
interviews the Chief Social Work, Sean Holland (2016)’ ool sorace In Sastul werk saucatc i

Training and Practice

www.youtube.com/watch?v=214d3NdrX9Q when:  Mondoy. 2 December | 8.30am - tpm

Where: Northern Ireland Social Care Council

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner. Presantod o Gerry Skelion, MOE. Sesiol Work Lesturer

Book your place: www.niscc.info/events



https://niscc.info/morning-seminar-where-homelessness-and-social-work-coalesce/
https://niscc.info/morning-seminar-where-homelessness-and-social-work-coalesce/
https://view.pagetiger.com/bkwntax/1
https://view.pagetiger.com/bkwntax/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EIib6rJ730
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z14d3NdrX9Q

Part of the () script from Fionnuala Kennedy:'s play ‘Hostel’, premiered at the
a0V Grarle Oozra rlotse Tn 2042 z el trlls follaov=to T 2047

— — - D
e — @

= ‘PI‘Ck]T\g"Up‘l?h‘E piayw1th I\/Iar__jremdent) chattlng
.__—'-'abc-)ut-bel-ng homeless.with-Ciaran (keyworker).

= Maria (Resident): It’s not too bad. | just never

thought in my life I’'d end up a homeless person.

= Ciaran (Keyworker): Listen, a good friend of mine,

CEHILEIN, said there’s no such thing as a

Wrson. It’s a person who is homeless.

S the difference?

= Ciaran : Homelessness should never and will never AL ,
Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent

define you Maria. You’re many other things. Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant,
Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner.



Some Other nOtable developments [ 2015: agreement that Homelessness will be part of

. i it rd 1)
(1 For many years, | have singly ensured|social work students haye, the SW 2015-20 curriculum (albeit in 3™ year!);
98] gt 290Ut omalassnass, Sy Wilsm o Wals s g 20108 Estaolisnrnent of Extarn rlognes, “lusplired 9
unracogriisad social waric tnarme, diszgoaintingly! Pho Woh Jj Gerry Skelton deross ihe social work,

20)1,0)2 :
2020 o pr—— J !.IJL[J-’./ SHIESS; 3e939r3 =
Academy was the |rs external SD J) and ‘commendadec : —

the HAP as a piece of excellence in and across—theUK’

D'

2013 | received a “Social Work Award for outstanding work in

dd homel T~
sl s 0 CSW, Sean Holland changed his mind and agreed to give

homelessness profile in SW!
Q Eventually (after more ‘prompting’!), the Office of Social
Services produced a homelessness framework (2019).

-

Work Day, March 2013’ highlighted by IFSW.

www.ifsw.org/world-social-work-day-in-northern-ireland

song included ©
O From September 2020, homelessness was placed on the,‘
- soual an e g

service in tackling and highlighting the issue of homelessness has
been key to much of this work”

{Declan Morris, creator of the HPF and Joint Chair}. 3
Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trame{g&’


http://www.ifsw.org/world-social-work-day-in-northern-ireland

2024 igy) ,

= www.belfastmet.ac.uk/about-us/news/world-conference-
on-social-work

“These presentations are made by
national and international speakers who
are leaders in the different topics”

Joint World Conference on Social Work, Education and Social
Development, Panama 2024.

QEI a ‘Of no fixed abode:
An ecological approach to
«outstanding learing Homelessness in social work

for successful futures?

education, training and
practice (Northern Ireland)’.

The International Association of

Schools of Social Work, the 5th April 2024.
International Council for Social
Welfare and the International Confe rence speaker:

Federation of Social Workers.

Gerry Skelton MBE
. | Gerry Skelton MBE: Indepen

|

r, Trainer,

,s 'E‘B - =y —a
IASSW i : ICSW Q

a2 | 5D 2024 ol i Confe X ‘ v Prelminary Program-SWSD2. X Eg SWSD 204 X T -

oo i vl spnish ortuguese 204-04- 05 poser @ Ay D e %
:"';'er]
#0251 | Proposed worKing ttle fo presentation: '0f no fived abode: Homelessness in sacial work education, training and practice',
0 Cerry Skelton
1-Belfust Metropolitan College.
[ocultar]

Summary

For most of my personal and professional career, initially as a social work practitioner and the last 30+ years s alecturer, “... homelessness has been
something of a taboo in social work education, training and, as a result, practice” (Skelton, 2007; 2017). There has been a scarcity of meaningful
attention in Northern Ireland afforded to this human rights issue, as evidenced historically by its apparent absence in social work academia. In
response, | set about challenging and correcting this, seeking and securing the involvement of those in the housing, homelessness and social services;
as well as involving those who were or had been homeless. Not only was this a unique educational and training experience, it was - by design - deeply
respectful of the diversity people with ‘ived experience” brought to ensuring the authenticity of what became known as the Annual Homelessness
Awareness Panel Event, starting in 2006 and, in s various guises, still going! My presentation will outline what | did to establish this initiative, the
Ways | secured the substantive involvement of peaple who have | continue to have experience of being homeless, highlight the obstacles faced and
how these were overcome, and how this work eventually contributed to policy and practice changes for social work at various, significant levels,

Keywords (separate with commas)

Homelessness, service usgr involyement, taboo, education, training, practice, obstacles, palicy. .
8onsuﬁant. %ourise Voi' and Ey |ce’3%mpalgner.



https://swsd2024.opc.uy/en/programa/extendido/panel-spanish-portuguese/2024-04-05
https://swsd2024.opc.uy/en/programa/extendido/panel-spanish-portuguese/2024-04-05

§é

Our lives begin
to end the day

@ we become silent
3 Qi; about things that
< matter.”
or“ul Werar (Sezin slollzigel, Z0100-20272) \vzis o))
saving homelessness was not a SWiissuell —  EESEO RG] e G 000 WolK0,) f—'J,Jf)WJfff}ij” LHINGHIE

: —————_"-- — . — |
[ Candid admission from the outgoing NI:Commissioner: for homelessness system; a gsubstantial number O] —
~ Children.and,Young People (NICCY), Koulla Yiasouma... people exit homelessness on their own
“Housing.and-homelessness:was:not a priority for NICCY during initiative...Such individuals prove to be more
my first years as commissioner” (2023 ‘A place to call home’). resourceful than the system intended to help them”
She went on to say it was the children and adolescents who (Ligia Teixeira, 2023 Centre for Homelessness Impact);

raised the issue, initially about their concerns regarding ‘street

homelessness’. = And a broad, recent riposte to SW. from Prof. Ray

Jones (2023) report (into children’s services in NI);
making 53 recommendations and a clarion call for
SWto “... reemphasise its roots in help and

» NICCY went on to look deeper into homelessness and this
2023 ‘A place to call home’ report is worth reading.

IManysSWiacademics don’t.embrace homelessness as a SW o p——

issuel suppo -—-—-—"S._

\V/ ;r students haven’t beenitaughtthemelessness wit Eveniifitiaddresses homelessness, social work often
G L beenitaught

dcademiasexcept regurgitating the stereotypical defaults to stereotypical images and messages;

criminalisation, additions: conflating! = Even the Social Care Council slipup; losing 2019 HAP;

using stereotypical media images of homelessness!
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Pictori
- —-‘_ /

al ‘evidence-base’ of involving power and people in personal and

————




Daly & GS . and othe l—éldi&dr-éd

= LAQ 1 1] =

Mary O’Brien with Martin ——mX em Is, John Devaney, Fionn
' ' KeH dy,

i
Declan Morlggsan

A BIG ‘Shoutout to and for ALL the My gratitude to Belfast Met staff

people who have helped me give across all sectors who helped @
homelessness a voice, platf IS f |

Skelton, 20Tt g Eng & Hf‘ Dowel, Ggace HE

Kennedy, John Coulter, etc




Rhetorical; so no ‘shout-outs’

S Arur

—

je—

ELH ave you ever been in temporary
~accommodation?

2)
3)

Have you ever been evicted? Forced out?

Have you ever been totally dependant on
a housing provider?

] Please stop using ‘landlord’: an outdated
and often grandiose term!

tolcl story

HOmAL

ELOLLCE R
AUSREl L AIDRR ERY

~ H'Now, quick"@: whorappearssmostin allthe

pictures thus far? \\ NS
| was: ' ~

» A child (aged 5+) and adolescent carer;
» Missed LOTS of early school (learned to write at 14!);
» Homeless as a child, adelescent, and adult; 1

S

> ‘In care’ of social services as a child and adolescent;
with a plethora of social workers!

> Nazareth Lodge; ‘farmed out’ to relatives (now called:

W' to all of the above is...YES! ‘Kinshi iston children /'adolescent homen
Wﬁdingliﬂdgallul|!!!! our o Ana |Ive‘never wanted my;story to be the
milicy.

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner.

story...or get' in'the way of others!
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My.challenges (in collaboration with housing, homelessness, related sectors:

Echoi o CW.Mills (1958 et e aisocialworkimagination

| Social work orofassion 3erJaraJJy:

FIEaSEISEEian BieMmIECENm Y it ENOIthIST20 24 ABREVENL

Realise homele. essmcludes_ﬁh'larerT7—a’Iescents in care’!

teachlng(not5| pIysemmar uto

E_C_Z_e_ntrallsmg ‘lived experience’ AND PPI. homelessness (and not relegating this to
> ’Lmﬁence properly integrated into SW education; training, occasional speakers);
practice; and governance (Boards, etc). » Have meaningful involvement of lived
O RQIA: experience; pre-brief; post-brief and ongoing
) _ , - involvement of various people!
» Put homelessness on its agenda and inspect service provision! > Conduct anchensauiace S Lhomaleenaes
L Social Care Council: research (not simply focussing on addictions,
» Ensure homelessness is taught and remains so in every curriculum review! criminality, etc);
> Initiate mini-inspection groups to quality assure lecturer inputs; with the » Start writing textbooks about homelessness

W academic agenda, discussions (INC

alertness to colleague and student
stab |sh a champlon’ (and platform) within SCC that understands circumstances);

homelessness; supported by, for example, HPForum; » Social work students to raise homelessness.
» Carers & Service users’ ‘PP’ group to address homelessness;

. | |
mﬁmd lectures across the 5'academic sites: and SOC'::I W::rk interface, etc!
; . . , . sure the theme orm_
I\ 0 social work trainingsandpr Ce :

» Professionalise social care. 26
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Some ‘Skelton keys’

B NrnlzZingly, nEving = o is NOT =) rlgr SR
; i - U] Vveargued for Intraduction of 2 ‘Duiy to Corz’ not sirmoly @
L1 Neo nignlignting of norme / nosmealassy

folLfiy G 4 \ B
S CarerdeepiVabout this th -"- peoplecatghtupr JJ_‘__)I Jr‘_) zlolel “]‘J‘”r‘u“ Y=

--.ﬁ_QMentless—m ensuring thelissueof = Challenge: -\ 3/t ! "WW‘E‘RW cing alabel be -befere-a——~
~ Home-Less:=Ness/is heard, seen, felt...and 'addressed! person and confrontlng ANYone (regardless of status,

J:I ~And CARING is one of the heavy prices we pay for loving power, etc) using wording / phrases like:* The Homeless’;
and often a litmus test of meaningful intervention. ‘Homeless people’!

L' I'have campaigned for years to establish homelessness as

a legitimate, explicit and applied core theme in all SW [ Challenge media to offer accountable, dignified reporting;
Education, Training, Practice and governance! So be and realise that before and after every lazy or sensationalist
encouraged in your struggle to do likewise. headline about homelessness, there’s a person / family!

NB: Its justice [not JUST-USH]; and challenging silence!

Let’s remove the taboos surrounding and often concealing
homelessness...and reducing implied criminalisation! _
| want residents, service users (and carers) to know that -l Inever wantanyone to repeat the question OFTEN asked of

utsthein plight.andwill respond accordingly; me: Y ®

esourced; then challenged to do better; (1 CV Pandemicirevealed /.caused a LOT of |ssu'?':5'm=a1mw-

| The rhetorlcometrlc’ (Sk on), 2010):klease don’t fa”——-—E'S(EMre compassionate response from society
eferring to people as and various helpingiorganisations. We were reminded that

noe s statlstlcs units, letters!, etc! — T g
. insistent individualism is not always preferable, and
d Remember you choose a caring helping job, role,

profession, etc; so help not hinder, serve rather than be communitarianism has always been a fundamental part of
served! every society. There are seeds of hope therein.

J Homelessness can be a daily experience, so not simply
relegated to HAP events, annual campaigns, etc!

DO
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‘Heads-up: NI Audit Office {NIAO}

4 wwwaniauditorfice.gov.ulk/ouolications/work-orogress-

nornelessness

| ' C a aYdl — f—-’ __~“~.—‘.”~
. ————

1T Ore 1n vwry

_‘ S : ' homelessness services has changed

_“We a | dertaki Ki -J - t q thi was published in 2017. It will evaluate the eff|C|ency and
il O D0 [T 7 OLIET O proTHLE T effectiveness of the approach taken by the Northern

publlcat|on Details of when we aim to publish the finalised Ireland Housing Executive to address homelessness, and

[CRERetesReteatacselow: provide appropriate help and advice. In undertaking this

Homelessness provision refers not only to people who are study, we will examine a range of issues including:
‘sleeping rough’ but also to those living in unsuitable

accommodation and those using informal arrangements for
housing. The number of people presenting as homeless has
started to increase again, with many of the 45,000 currently
on the social housing waiting list accepted as homeless. * The extent of inter-departmental collaboration;

ains a significant social and financial issue Social housing supply arrangeme
and, with expendit [

ar significance is the increasing demand for
temporary accommodation, with expenditure quadrupling
since 2015.

* The drivers and impacts of increased demand for
homeless services;

* Homelessness prevention;

ccountability structures; and

*  Homelessness service arrangements in place in other
jurisdictions.

We aim to publish this report in Winter 2024”.
| have contacted NIAO, but still awaiting this report...

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner. 28


http://www.niauditoffice.gov.uk/publications/work-progress-homelessness
http://www.niauditoffice.gov.uk/publications/work-progress-homelessness

2J_l/) claiming ,m,l arnoracing solrituality =3
© ogf goefzlWweand, | Beet=Sinalir, izl
J

— - ~ Smethurst €. _dJ/) DIVErSItY, Difference _mJ .)LL.HJJ‘HJ-"
erry.-Ske ton.s-&@éé‘lnterwew_\mthﬁhléf.SoclalSerwces Offlcer Sean analyzing concepts and developing sk o - McGraw-Hill.

O e

HoIIand wWww.youtube.com/watch?v=Z14d3NdrXo@— == —

Skelton, G. (2020) The spirit of resilience through the prism

. 2016 BelfastViet’s Gerry:Skelton’s-final-Homelessness Awareness Panel of homelessness: Avoiding stigma and labelisation. In
Event: www.youtube.com/watch?v=KASCdwA4usMM Thompson, N. and Cox, G. (2020) Promoting resilience:
{2017} “Gerry Skelton, in collaboration with and sponsored by Choice Housing Responding to adversity, vulnerability and loss. New York:
and Simon Community, present Hostel at Baby Grand Opera House and Routledge.

subsequent panel Q&A to address homelessness”:

www.swapbox.ac.uk/807/1/hs _homelessness FINAL.pdf —
www.youtube.com/watch?v=bV9CqZr8xXU £ {BUZLL .

OSS: ‘Social work and homelessness’( Nov2019): www.health-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/refelections-homelessness.pdf

NI Framework Specification for the Degree in Social Work, 2015)
Social Work Key roles and characteristics:

https://learningzone.niscc.info/app/uploads/2022/08/Ihe= "‘
e NI Social Care Council: N_o_r_tMMmework- pecification-fo

Gerry Skelton’s (2017) article for the SCNI: “Giving homelessness a home in
social work education, training and practice”
www.simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Gerry-Skeltons-A-Decade-of-
eness-Panel.pdf

www. homelessnesspreventionforum.com/news

children’s soual care services Www.cscsreviewni.net/publications/report-
independent-review-childrens-social-care-services-northern-ireland

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, Consultant, Counsellor, and Justice Campaigner. 29


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EIib6rJ730
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z14d3NdrX9Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KA3Cdw4usMM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bV9CqZr8xXU
http://www.simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Gerry-Skeltons-A-Decade-of-Homelessness-Awareness-Panel.pdf
http://www.simoncommunity.org/assets/pdfs/Gerry-Skeltons-A-Decade-of-Homelessness-Awareness-Panel.pdf
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fview.pagetiger.com%2fbkwntax%2f1&c=E,1,nUpSRA00IfLJlJ1FTO-e8x9IZlreqtSlrLAaBJpUD1BkI9wmg5NH6oAj8lSb3d9ZSq03o49H3FZUAFCaT-PtoVqVEYJ0V6dIGfnUGjLf-Nv5TSlJqRlwJq_dnns,&typo=1
http://www.cscsreviewni.net/publications/report-independent-review-childrens-social-care-services-northern-ireland
http://www.cscsreviewni.net/publications/report-independent-review-childrens-social-care-services-northern-ireland
http://www.swapbox.ac.uk/807/1/hs_homelessness_FINAL.pdf
http://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/refelections-homelessness.pdf
http://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/refelections-homelessness.pdf
https://learningzone.niscc.info/app/uploads/2022/08/The-Northern-Ireland-Framework-Specification-for-the-Degree-2015.pdf
https://learningzone.niscc.info/app/uploads/2022/08/The-Northern-Ireland-Framework-Specification-for-the-Degree-2015.pdf
https://learningzone.niscc.info/app/uploads/2022/08/The-Northern-Ireland-Framework-Specification-for-the-Degree-2015.pdf
http://www.homelessnesspreventionforum.com/news

0.conclude:

’H;; HAPEVERTWIINE O CONSIGERaPIETATEREST Ot

J

Involvedin sociall work'and social care, whether rT_fLJJ’:m_]C, —
pC c-y—practdeeq-manager-lal-er reguJater-yJeve S. Gerry Invitea meta REP=TN —
~ Skelton has been campaigning for decades to ensure grateful to the Ieadershlp Of their Chief
ms taken seriously within social work Executive, Declan McAllister and Council staff for
particularly, and has produced a plethora of resources to this  their support in hosting this. / look forward to
end (many of which are readily available from the Social Care  $haring a mix of personal and professional
Council website). His constant challenge is for the caring insights, challenges and opportunities, gleaned
services to realise that 95% of homelessness is hidden and over many years championing this theme, and
that the spectre of homelessness spans childhood, consistently arguing for its permanent not
adolescenthood, adulthood, and elderhood. Therefore, temporary accommodation in social work; at

this HAP.event does not focus on ‘rough sleeping’ generally, every level, and supported accordingly”. '

e —

opportunlty to hear from a range of quality panellists,
showcase best practice; and offer support and resources to
those working in this important arena.

Gerry Skelton MBE: Independent Lecturer, Trainer, co
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