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About HSC R&D Division

Co-ordinate 

regional R&D 

strategy for 

the HSC in 

Northern 

Ireland

Administer the 

HSC R&D 

Fund on 

behalf of the 

DoH (£12mill 

per year)

Encourage 

participation in 

research, support 

researchers & 

build capacity

Strategic Aim
The health, wellbeing and prosperity of the 

Northern Ireland population will benefit from 

excellent, world-renowned R&D in health 

and social care which is led from Northern 

Ireland



A new DoH R&D Strategy for HSC 

A new DoH R&D Strategy for HSC will:

• Cover at least 2025 – 2030

• Build on existing effective processes 

and working

• Support DoH and NI Executive priorities 

• Take account of relevant UK Gov 

priorities, opportunities for all-Island 

collaboration and the broader funding 

and HSC context

• Be developed in consultation with key 

stakeholders.



Future Priorities?

Further develop 

Personal and 

Public 

Involvement in 

Research

Research 

Equity

Encourage 

participation in 

research, support 

researchers & 

build capacity

This vision of the NI partnership is to advocate for 

research practices that prioritise inclusivity, equity, 

and meaningful engagement with diverse and 

underserved communities in Northern Ireland.



UK-wide 
collaboration

NI Approval 

Co-ordination between ORECNI, HSC 

Innovations and Governance Services

UK Approval

Co-ordination across all 

4 Nations

New IRAS 

To support, Ethics, 

Governance, Researcher, site 

approvals

Research 

Governance & 

Regulatory 

Management

• NI Regional Governance 

Approvals team fully 

established and working closely 

with ethics service, Trusts, 

networks and HSC Innovations 

to deliver study-wide approvals.

• Continue to engage in UK-wide 

working towards streamlined 

ethics and governance 

approvals and 4 nations 

research policy.



Current Opportunities



Funding Opportunities

Fellowships Enabling Research 

Awards

Recent Award

Promoting uptake and sustainability of the 

iMPAKT App: Optimisation of data reporting 

and use of large-scale data to support person-

centred practice . Prof Tanya McCance, Ulster 

University

Up to £45,000

Recent Award

Co-development of a peer-to-

peer intervention to support 

healthcare assistants' 

delivery of hospice care at 

home. Ms Kasia Patynowska



Funding Opportunities

Opportunity-Led Commissioned Research Awards

Dr Mark Linden 

(QUB)

RESIDE 

(Relationships and 

Sexuality in 

Intellectual 

Disability 

Education)

PROJECT

Dr Mary Lavelle 

(QUB)

Communication 

and Restraint 

Reduction in Acute 

Inpatient Mental 

Health Settings

Prof Lawrence Taggart (UU)

Optimising recruitment for adults with learning 

disability and type 2 diabetes: The Quintet 

Recruitment Intervention (QRI)



Funding Opportunities

NIHR

Research Programme for Social Care information session: resources | Public 
Health Agency - Research & Development in Northern Ireland

https://research.hscni.net/research-programme-social-care-information-session-resources


Funding 

Opportunities

Workshop & 
Conference Scheme

Stephanie Craig 

(QUB)

Conference: The 

lived experiences of 

dementia care and 

support: From 

diagnosis to end of 

life care. 



Funding 

Opportunities
PPI in Research Small 

Grant Scheme

Recent Awards

• Aims to support and encourage innovative practice in 

the delivery of PPI through the development of new 

ways of working with patients and public, in particular, 

underserved groups (Up to £2500).

Social Care Research 

Priority Setting Group. 

Paul Webb (Praxis Care)

Impact of Children’s Social Worker 

Turnover on Service-Users and 

Families. 

Prof Paula McFadden, Ulster University



www.research.hscni.net

Sign up to HSC R&D Division’s Newsletter

Email: Janet.Diffin@hscni.net


